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Raised bed intens ive 
gardens  are more 

product ive per 
square foot ,  conserve 

water,  drain bet ter, 
war m earl ier  in  the 

season and are eas ier 
to  maintain than 

tradi t ional  garden 
beds.  Tal ler  beds  are 
a l so  barr ier- free and 
a l low gardening at  a 
comfortable  height .

An urban vers ion of  
the French Potager 

tradi t ion of  the 
k i tchen garden.

Art fu l  arrangements 
of  useful  p lants  - 
vegetables,  herbs 

and f lowers-are at 
once product ive and 

beaut i fu l ,  feeding 
body,  mind and 

spir i t . 

Beaut i fu l  and 
wonderful ly 

f ragrant ,  sc ience 
conf ir ms that 

lavender soothes 
the senses.

One mature v ine 
can produce 50-

100 lbs  of  sweet , 
nutr i t ious  g rape-

s ized frui t s.  
The v igorous  k iwi 

v ines  wi l l  a l so 
provide a  refuge 
of  cool  shade on 

the promenade.

Named af ter  Charles 
Howard Crane,  archi tect 
of  the Lafayet te  Bui ld ing 
and the Fox Theater, 
these  p layful  s torage 
sheds  incor porate  re-used 
mater ia l s  such as  pal le t 
wood and sa lvaged doors.

Smal l  k id-s ized 
planter s  made of  
recycled barre l s 
and f i re  r ings 
create  an oas i s 
o f  d i scovery in 
the c i ty.  Themed 
planter s  connect  
chi ldren and 
adul ts  to  the 
natural  world, 
of fer ing an 
everchanging 
educat ional 
backdrop in food, 
nutr i t ion,  sc ience, 
h i s tory,  math and 
language.

Another  g reen 
feature of  Lafayet te 

Greens  -  recycled 
concrete.

Bioswales  improve water  qual i ty  and s tor mwater 
management by captur ing,  s lowing and f i l ter ing 
s tor mwater  runof f.

An urban orchard of  o ld and rare apple 
var iet ies.  The Orchard Meadow below 

contains  p lants  nat ive to  Michigan that  are 
not  only  beaut i fu l ;  they rebui ld  so i l s,  f i l ter 

water  and provide habi tat  for  pol l inators. 

PRODUCTIVE
BEAUTIFUL     
INSPIRING

A p lay on fo rma l  landscape 
des ign and the rows o f 
c rops in  Mich igan ’s r ich 
agr icu l tu ra l  h is tor y,  the 
garden br ings a sense o f 
ordered s imp l ic i t y  to a busy 
urban space th rough l ines, 
c i rc les and squares. 

Symmetr y  and long l inear 
ra ised vegetab le beds 
prov ide a s t ructure o f 
e legance and order  to th is 
product i ve urban garden 
over f low ing w i th vegetab les, 
f ru i ts  and f lowers.

The w ide promenade, 
l ined w i th lavender  beds 
and benches,  def ines 
pub l ic  space and passage 
th rough the garden ser v ing 
a funct iona l  re la t ionsh ip 
between the garden and i ts 
urban locat ion.

La fayet te Greens br ings 
hea l thy food,  green space 
and fun to downtown Det ro i t . 
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L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E
K E N N E T H  W E I K A L

public and participatory

productive

green

inspiring

educational

Lafayette Greens brings healthy food, green space and an 
urban park together in a unique urban place. A great place to 
meet, relax, and stop in to see what’s growing. 

Master Gardeners add their talents to the garden, designing 
and tending special beds while the garden as a whole holds 
various opportunities for local artists to add to and participate in 
the garden experience.

Lafayette Greens is also a place where people can participate 
and interact by volunteering to garden, harvest, learn and 
teach. It’s a place to experience the changing seasons, share 
food and growing techniques, and participate in the discusion 
about local food systems in Detroit and around the world.

Lafayette Greens is not only green space and fresh organic produce; 
the garden has several green features included in its design.

Urban biodiversity. A wide variety of plants; vegetables, herbs, 
flowers, fruit trees, and a native plant meadow bring biodiversity to the 
urban environment enriching habitat and experience.

Careful water use. Drought tolerant fescue lawn and efficient drip 
irrigation with raised bed growing conserves water. 

Bioswale. Stormwater management with a native Redtwig Dogwood 
bioswale that captures, slows and helps to fi lter stormwater runoff. 
Pervious lawn and gravel surfaces reduce runoff and increase infiltration 
on the site.

Materials re-use. Concrete waste, pallet wood, salvaged doors, 
recycled steel and re-used steel drums are all part of the garden design.

Lafayette Greens offers educational opportunities from learning how 
food grows, gardening methods, and nutrition to lessons in history, 
science and art. This urban garden space is a great place for 
workshops and sharing of knowledge.

The Children’s Garden is fi l led with plants to discover, smell, touch and 
taste, fostering a sense of wonder and connection to the natural world.

A new way to think about urban gardening. Growing food can be 
beautiful, healthy and inspiring, adding healthy green space, meaning 
and richness to city living. Lafayette Greens can show you how.

Intensive raised bed gardening is more productive than 
traditional garden beds, producing more produce per square 
foot by taking advantage of deep rich soil, intercropping, 
succession planting, good drainage, efficient water use 
and low maintenance needs. Lafayette Greens expands the 
conversation on how food, flower and herb production in the 
city can look and function.

The fresh organic produce grown at Lafayette Greens is 
grown and harvested by volunteers and donated to Gleaner’s 
Community Food Bank.
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